256      r    GUIDE TO CALCUTTA.
r
chandbbnagore.
The first endeavour of the French to reach India was un-
fortunate. In 1503 two ships set sail from Havre, but
were never again heard of. The story of the four French
Companies, 1604, 1642, 1664 (Colbert's), 1719 (Law's)
would be too long to tell here, were it even relevant.* When
the French first came to Bengal is not known for certain :
Yule gives the date 1673 : Streynsham Master in 1676J
speaks of passing '' a large spot of ground which the
French laidcout in a factory, the gate to which was stand-
ing, but which was now in possession of the Dutch."
In 1688, with the permission of Aurungzeb, the French
occupied Chandernagore, and in course of time founded fac-
tories &t Dacca., Kasir^bazar, Balasore (where the French
Gevernment still has some property), Patna, and Jugdea.
The rebellion of Subbha Sing in 1697, which served so well
the purposes of the English at Sutannutti and the Dutch
at Chinsurah, also served as a justification for the erection
of Fort Orleans by the French at Chandernagore. In 1706
or 1704, Hamilton describes the French factors as e' for
want of money not in a capacity to trade." " They have,"
he says, "a few private families dwelling near the fac-
tory, and a pretty little Church to hear mass in, which is
the chief business of the French in Bengal'5 In 1731,
however, the great Dupleix became Intendant or Gover-
nor of Chandernagore.
** He remained there for ten years during which he not onjy made an im-
mense fortune for himself by private trade, but also made the fortune of his
charge. He found Chandernagore almost a ruin; he left it, the most important
settlement in Bengal, with 2,000 brick houses, and extensive trade, and udbut.
passed credit. In 1741 he was appointed Governor of Pondicherry, and went
to that station. In the following year, 1742, he revisited Chandernagore for
the last time."
" We often talk of the pagoda tree and its successful
staking by a bygone generation of Europeans in India.
Dupleix expended his great fortune in his ill-fated struggle
with the English, and died in poverty at Paris on Novem-
ber 10, 1767. Verelst, his English contemporary, having
retired from the Governorship of Bengal, with a fortune
* The natter ib referred to Colonel Mallison's History of the French in India.

